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The Historical Turning-point of Thoughts on “Founding the Nation by the Agriculture”

—— A Comparative Study of Thoughts of Lv Ruiting and Mi Digang
XIONG Yaping
(Institute of History, Tianjin Academy of Social Sciences, Tianjin 300191, China)

Abstract; The thought of “founding the nation by the agriculture” had been shifted from 1920s to
1940s. It was turning from “founding the nation by farming” to “founding the nation by rural area”, ex-
ploring a way to build China from a pure “founding the nation” to “building the nation”, the nature of
which is to shift from how to sustain the position of agriculture to how to treat the relationship between
agriculture and industry in the process of constructing the country. The viewpoints of Lv Ruiting and Mi
Digang on the “foundation of the nation” not only marked the turning-point of the thoughts, but also an
important part of exploring on how to construct the country in the early period of the 20th century. This
comparative study has an important academic value and theoretical significance, which will provide histori-
cal reference to current new rural and urban construction as well as to better treat the relationship between
agriculture and industry, and rural and urban areas.

Key words: founding the nation by the agriculture; Lv Ruiting; Mi Digang; rural construction
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