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On Liang Shuming’s Theory and Practice of Rural Construction

MENG Yanan', LIN Shunli®

(1. College of Humanities and Social Sciences, North China Electric Power University, Baoding, Hebei 071003
2. College of Politics and Laws, Hebei University, Baoding, Hebei 071000, China)

Abstract: Liang Shuming’s rural construction theory and practice is based on the social transition since
the late Qing Dynasty to the period of the Republic of China, which reveals a development from gemein-
schaft to gesellschaft. In Liang Shuming’s theory, “reason” is its logic beginning, he also believes that the
key problem of China at that time is the “cultural disorder” in rural area. In order to save China and go on
the way of rural construction, “reason” culture must be used to cope with the disorder and develop the ru-
ral “self-organization”, further to realize the community life and lead to the modernization. Liang’s theory
has obvious “Utopia” feature. As to the current background of the construction of new socialist country-
side, Liang Shuming’s rural construction theory and practice provide a significant reference for grass-roots
democracy and autonomy.

Key words: Liang Shuming; rural construction; new gemeinschaft; Utopia



